City of Bigfork

Regular City Council Meeting
May 13, 2025

5:30 p.m.
Members Present: Amy Pifher, Sarah Scheff, Samantha Olson, Annette Buckingham, Matt
Jorgensen
Members Absent:
Also Present: Sally Sedgwick,

Mayor Pifher called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m.

The pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The Public Forum was opened.

Amy brought up how proud she is with our emergency responders, especially following the 3
back-to-back fire calls. She was impressed with their work getting all the wildfires out before any
damage could be done structurally. Annette also brought up how supportive the businesses in
town are when our first responders are on calls. The Council would like to give a huge thank you
to the Fire Department, EMS, and DNR.

As no one else wished to address the Council, the public forum was closed.

Motion to approve the Agenda by Olson, seconded by Scheff, and MCU.

Consent Agenda: Motion by Olson, seconded by Scheff, and MCU to approve the consent
agenda including:
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Minutes of the April 8, 2025, Regular City Council meeting,

City Clerk’s office report for April 2025,

Financial report for April 2025,

Public Works Department Report for April 2025,

Payroll and timecards for April 11, 2025, and April 25, 2025, regular payrolls in the
amount of $8,148.58

Claims paid from April 2025, in the amount of $6,199.71 and claims for payment in the
amount of $34,929.78

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
CEDA Introduction- Tracy Hensley: Tabled, Tracy did not make the meeting.
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Softball Field Improvements: Melissa, Amy, Mike Olson, Dean Haley, and Tim Johnson had a
meeting to discuss the possibility of building a Minnesota High School Leage Eligible Baseball
field out where the current softball field is located. Mike Olson got a grant from the Minnesota
Twins Baseball Association to go towards any improvements needed. This meeting also highlights
Mike Olson’s goals with the Baseball teams to get a team that is school sanctioned within a 5-
year time frame. Mike and Tim Johnson will continue to look at different grant opportunities.
Mike and Tim will also be meeting with Matt Gross, Super Intendant for School District 318 to
discuss what needs to be done in order to get baseball in our high school. Melissa did reach out
to Widseth to start discussing with them a scope to create a plan for the baseball field so that it
can be submitted when applying for grants. Melissa will update the council once this meeting
has taken place.

Airport Usage: Drag Racing: Donovan from Mobil Dyno Drag racing reached out to the city
regarding permission to use the airport for drag racing for the Bigfork wilderness days. Amy did
mention that the fire department would not be able to cover this event as the rate they set for
coverage has not been paid, he also told Amy that because they would like to do the event on
Father’s day he is struggling to find members that could be present all day. The Ambulance
garage will not be able to cover the event either due to being short on EMS personnel as well, or
their rate not being paid. Scheff mentioned setting a deadline for them to find Fire and EMS
coverage in order to use the airport on that date. Pifher said she would reach out to Donovon
regarding coverage. Deadline for them to reach out confirming the coverage is set for the 25 of
May. Should Fire and EMS coverage be attained they can use the airport for the drag races. A
special meeting may be called to confirm this.

OTHER/ ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next Council meeting is June 10, 2025, at 5:30 PM at Bigfork City Hall

Part Time Summer Help Applications now being accepted.
Meeting Schedule for 2025 can be found on the table near the sign-in sheet.

Motion to adjourn at 5:59 p.m. by Pifher, seconded by Olson, and MCU.

Approved at the regular meeting held on
Melissa J. David June 10, 2025

City Clerk/Treasurer

Amy Pifher, Mayor
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