City of Bigfork

Regular City Council Meeting
March 11, 2025

5:30 p.m.
Members Present: Amy Pifher, Sarah Scheff, Samantha Olson, Annette Buckingham, Matt
Jorgensen
Members Absent:
Also Present: Sally Sedgwick,

Mayor Pifher called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
The pledge of Allegiance was recited.

New Councilor Matt Jorgensen was sworn in by City Clerk.
The Public Forum was opened.

Amy pifher wanted to share that she made an appearance for the city of Bigfork at the grand
rapids chamber of commerce. Amy was able to answer questions from the audience of about 60
people regarding our city, the hospital district, and other surrounding areas. A lot of the issues
she talked about were about housing, jobs, and businesses in our city. Amy was able to talk with
other mayors in the area along with the Itasca County commissioners.

As no one else wished to address the Council, the public forum was closed.

Add Donation Request- Bigfork PTA Under New Business. Motion to approve the Agenda by
Scheff, seconded by Olson, and MCU.

Consent Agenda: Motion by Scheff, seconded by Olson, and MCU to approve the consent
agenda including:
1. Minutes of the February 11, 2025, Regular City Council meeting,
City Clerk’s office report for February 2025,
Financial report for February 2025,
Public Works Department Report for February 2025,
Payroll and timecards for February 14, 2025, and February 28, 2025, regular payrolls in
the amount of $8,645.95
6. Claims paid from February 2025, in the amount of $6,427.03 and claims for payment in
the amount of $37,596.75
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
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Blandin Foundation Community Development Grant: In October of 2024 the city received a grant
in the amount of $41,150.00 from the Bland Foundation for Community development. The funds
are to be allocated to the following: $10,000 to the Softball Field for improvements, $3,500 for
the skating rink, $2,600 for the Community Riding Arena, $7,500 to ISD 318 for School Forest
additions/ improvements, $16,500 for toddler friendly playground equipment for the City park,
and $1,400 to the Bigfork School Trap shooting team for improvement at the gun range. Mike
Olson reached out to Amy and Melissa regarding how he would like to see those funds. First he
would like to see power out at the field. Amy and Matt are working with Lovdahl Electric to get
power out there. Matt said he would reach out to his contact at MN Power and see if he can
speed up the process. Lovdahl Electric has agreed to donate their time and labor to get the
power set up for the Baseball teams. Mike Olson also sent over a list of items that could be
utilized in concession stands such as a refrigerator, freezer, hotdog cooker, popcorn maker,
dispensers, this was quoted at $4,400.00. Motion to approve purchasing of concession stand
equipment by Pifher, seconded by Olson, and MCU.

NEW BUSINESS

Softball Field Expansion for MSHL Eligibility- Mike Olson: Mike Olson sent a letter to City Council
as we was unable to attend the meeting in person due to a GRYBA meeting. His letter states that
he is looking for the council to consider the addition of another baseball field at the current
location. Within the next 4 years, Mike would love to have an eligible MHSL baseball team in
Bigfork. Mike is working with Tim Johnson and other grant writers in the GRYBA for funding of
the additional field. HE is hoping with the City’s support he can continue his efforts to get
baseball up here for our high schoolers.

The City Council was all on board for supporting and helping in any way they can to get this
program up and running for the Bigfork High School. The City also wanted to thank Mike for his
efforts to make more available for our kids in the community. The City did say they would
support adding a second field to where the current one is, so that it is eligible for MSHL. Scheff
mentioned that any funds remaining in the grant just received could be used for the costs of
getting a field started out there. The council will follow up on this once more funds become
available and also work with Aaron and see what needs to be done. Motion by Olson to Approve
Mike Olson’s ongoing efforts to seek funding for the baseball field, seconded by Buckingham,
and MCU.

2024 Audit: Jon Roscoe with Miller McDonald reached out to Melissa regarding the 2024 audit.
He stated that he is still very short staffed. He would be willing to perform our 2024 audit,
however the timeline will be pushed back as it was for the 2023 audit. He is hoping to become
available in July-August to get it done. He said we will have to submit for an extension with OSA
when that deadline approaches.

2026 Fire Budget Meeting Recap: Melissa and Sam attended the 2026 Fire Budget meeting in
February. The budget for 2026 will be increasing for the Fire department by around $12,000.
This increase is due to equipment within the Hall not being OSHA compliant and needing to be

replaced. The City of Bigfork’s annual contribution to the fire department for Fire Protection will
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be increasing in 2026 as well to $34,170.00. This is a 2% increase as follows the increase for all
surrounding fire protection areas. The Fire department spending was over budget last year by
approximately $70,000. This was due to the department receiving grants and being able to
purchase some updated equipment, along with the purchase of 2 DNR Brush trucks. The
Department did make 89 calls in 2024 including medical assists, helicopter landing zone,
structure fires, outdoor fires, vehicle fires, downed power lines, hazmat, accident/vehicle
extrication, smoke/carbon monoxide/ other alarms, and rescue.

Resolution 2025-04: Authorizing Melissa David Signing Authority for Rural Development Grant
Application: Motion to Approve and adopt Resolution 2025-04 Authorizing Melissa David as the
Signing Authority for Rural Development Grant Applications by pifher, seconded by Olson, MCU.

Donation Request- Bigfork PTA: Motion to approve donation request from PTA for the
graduation banners for the Bigfork senior class in the amount of $1,000.00 by Pifher, seconded
by Scheff, and MCU.

OTHER/ ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next Council meeting is April 8, 2025, at 5:30 PM at Bigfork City Hall

Meeting Schedule for 2025 can be found on the table near the sign-in sheet.

Motion to adjourn at 6:15 p.m. by Pifher, seconded by Olson, and MCU.

Approved at the regular meeting held on
Melissa J. David April 8, 2025

City Clerk/Treasurer

Amy Pifher, Mayor
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