City of Bigfork

Regular City Council Meeting

July 8, 2025
5:30 p.m.
Members Present: Amy Pifher, Sarah Scheff, Samantha Olson, Annette Buckingham, Matt
Jorgensen
Members Absent:
Also Present: Gene Madsen, Gail Johnson, Danny Johnson, Gloria Madsen, Aaron Gould,

Elizabeth Jones
Mayor Pifher called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
The pledge of Allegiance was recited.
The Public Forum was opened.

Gail Johnson wanted to ask the council to consider putting up a reduced speed sign coming into
town that says to reduce speed closer to town. She stated that right now people speed by so fast
coming off of Ottum Ave on main street and she is worried someone is going to get in an
accident. She also requested that the council visit the crosswalks and see how they can get
people to stop for those trying to walk across.

Amy asked the Madsen family to attend the meeting to thank them for their years of service in
the city. And to say thank you for all their work, art, donations, time, and wanigan maintenance,
the city will be making a bench to honor them and recognize them at the Wanigan. Gene has
dedicated himself to the community and the city especially for over 50 years.

As no one else wished to address the Council, the public forum was closed.

Add PTA Donation Request and Jeff Powell Excavating Quote to Agenda under new business.
Motion to approve the Agenda as amended by Scheff, seconded by Buckingham, and MCU.

Consent Agenda: Motion by Scheff, seconded by Buckingham, and MCU, to approve the consent
agenda including:
1. Minutes of the June 10, 2025, Regular City Council meeting,
City Clerk’s office report for June 2025,
Financial report for June 2025,
Public Works Department Report for June 2025,
Payroll and timecards for June 6, 2025, and June 20, 2025, regular payrolls in the amount
of $8,545.75
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6. Claims paid from June 2025, in the amount of $26,826.63 and claims for payment in the
amount of $27,596.05

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Scenic Estates Common Interest Property Outlots A, B, & C: Amy spoke with two constituents
regarding the common interest properties. They were open to sitting down with the city council
to discuss options. Buckingham does not think that the city should get involved with the property
issue. Olson said that if the neighbors all want to pursue this, they should pursue it on their own
as it is their property. Olson discussed having a meeting to discuss the idea with the other
constituents and let them decide how to move forward. Melissa is to draft a letter to the
constituents informing them of the issue at hand and invite them to the next city council
meeting to discuss options.

NEW BUSINESS

Vacating 10ft of right-of-way on PID 85-420-0605: Dean and Michelle Haley addressed the
planning commission last week regarding their property at 85-420-0605. The Haley’s are trying
to sell their business and had the plot surveyed, the current survey shows that the property line
is going through the posts of their canopy over the gas pumps. They are asking to vacate and
extend the line 10ft so that the property line includes the canopy and there is no overhang onto
city street right of way. This would help prevent any future issues when selling the place. There
will be a public hearing on August 5, 2025, Planning Commission Meeting.

Delinquent Water/Sewer: At the Planning Commission meeting Melissa presented the issue of
delinquent utilities and not getting paid for past years of this. Melissa stated that currently the
delinquent utilities are issued to the county to place on constituents’ property tax statements
and then when the property taxes are paid the city gets a check from Itasca County with the
special assessments. The major issue is the utility accounts that are not getting paid. Waiting for
a home/business to enter tax forfeiture is prolonging the time when the city will see that money.
Gus David, the Planning Commission Chair, would like to explore different options to help aid the
City so they start to see that money, or at least so the City won’t take such a large loss. Currently
there is about $18,000 in delinquent utilities from 2024. Melissa summarized that the planning
commission thinks there should be a capped amount where if the amount due surpasses, for
example, $1,000.00, then the water should be shut off, this is to create some leniency.
Buckingham said if you don’t pay you should get shut off, just like every other city statewide and
mentioned maybe setting it so if there hasn’t been a payment made in 6 months, then services
can be turned off. Discussion tabled but will be on the Planning Commission Agenda for further
exploration.

PTA Donation Request: Sam Olson stepped away from her seat on council to address the city
about some current PTA fundraising. They are looking for donations for their upcoming four-
wheeler ride and raffle fundraising event. The donation would be used to help with fundraising
for the event and with the money that would directly be donated to the teaches at Bigfork
Highschool to help pay for school supplies and any other materials the school may need. Motion
to approve $750.00 donation to the Bigfork PTA by Scheff, seconded by Jorgensen and MCU.
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Jeff Powell Excavating Quote for greenage surrounding Paul Bunyan Statue: Aaron reached out
to Jeff Powell Excavating regarding the Paul Bunyan Statue and area surrounding it at City Hall.
Powell provided the City with a quote for machine time and labor to remove the existing timbers
and greenery and install new block retaining walls that will be the same as the canoe landing and
the city beach of $8,450.00. Aaron said that by hiring Tyler and having him do the work on the
ice rink, the city saved some money that was originally meant to be spent from the Blandin
Foundation Community Development Grant and would like to use that money saved to improve
the Paul Bunyan Statue and area surrounding. Aaron also gave the council an idea of adding a
plague at the area to honor the Madsen family as they helped maintain that area for years.
Motion to approve quote from Jeff Powell Excavating for Paul Bunyan Statue Improvements and
to be paid by the Blandin Foundation Community Development Grant in the amount of
$8,450.00 by Scheff, seconded by Olson, and MCU.

OTHER/ ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next Council meeting is August 12, 2025, at 5:30 PM at Bigfork City Hall

Meeting Schedule for 2025 can be found on the table near the sign-in sheet.
2026 Budget Work Session to follow regular meeting.

Motion to adjourn at 6:12 p.m. by Pifher, seconded by Olson, and MCU.

Approved at the regular meeting held on
Melissa J. David August 12, 2025

City Clerk/Treasurer

Amy Pifher, Mayor
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