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City of Bigfork 
 

Regular City Council Meeting 
April 8, 2025 

5:30 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Amy Pifher, Sarah Scheff, Samantha Olson, Annette Buckingham, Matt 

Jorgensen 
Members Absent:  
Also Present:  Sally Sedgwick, Aaron Gould, Caleb Strandlie,  
 
Mayor Pifher called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 
The pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
  
The Public Forum was opened. 
 
As no one wished to address the Council, the public forum was closed. 
 
Add Burnt Houses/Health Hazard & MNDOT Snow Removal under New Business. Motion to 
approve the Agenda as amended by Scheff, seconded by Olson, and MCU. 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion by Scheff, seconded by Olson, and MCU to approve the consent 
agenda including: 

1. Minutes of the March 11, 2025, Regular City Council meeting,  
2. City Clerk’s office report for March 2025, 
3. Financial report for March 2025, 
4. Public Works Department Report for March 2025, 
5. Payroll and timecards for March 14, 2025, and March 28, 2025, regular payrolls in the 

amount of $8,533.68 
6. Claims paid from March 2025, in the amount of $6,754.92 and claims for payment in the 

amount of 41,634.18 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
Widseth Update- PER Study & Lead Service Line: Caleb Strandlie from Widseth attended the 
meeting to give a brief update regarding the PER Study. Study was submitted, the ER was 
approved, the PER is still in the queue awaiting approval. Being it takes such a long time to wait 
for funding approval, we will be able to revisit and adjust the numbers we need to, especially if 
the rates to complete the project continue to increase. 
 
Caleb also stated that the Lead service line grant has been submitted by Melissa so that any lines 
needing to be replaced will be covered by the grant funds. Caleb will continue to stay in contact 
with Aaron & Melissa for any updates as we move forward with this.  
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Blandin Foundation Community Development Grant- Quote for Shed at Softball Field: Mike 
Olson reached out to Stu Ostendorf about having the Bigfork Highschool shop class build a shed 
for the softball field for storage for the baseball team’s practice equipment. The materials would 
be paid for by the Blandin Foundation Community Development Grant funds. Lakeside Lumber 
quoted the materials at $3,499.50. Motion to accept quotes for Softball Field Shed materials in 
the amount of $3,499.50 to be paid for from the Blandin Foundation Community Development 
Grant by Olson, Seconded by Scheff, and MCU.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Memorial Day Parade- Permission Request: Motion by Scheff to grant permission for the 
Memorial Day Parade seconded by Olson, and MCU. 
 
Farming at Airport- Recommendation from Planning Commission: Olson stepped away from the 
discussion. The council decided to stick to the planning commission’s advisement of not 
permitting farming at the airport as Nick Francisco currently hays the area at no charge to the 
city. Should Francisco decide to step away from haying at the airport, the discussion can be 
revisited.  
 
Certificate of Commendation- MN Pollution Control Agency: Aaron Gould and the City staff have 
been awarded a Certificate of Commendation. This Wastewater Treatment Facility Operational 
Award is presented to Bigfork Wastewater Treatment Facility and its staff in recognition of 
exceptional compliance with its Minnesota Pollution Control Agency NPDES/SDS wastewater 
permit during the 2024 review period. This has been recognized by the State of Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency.  
 
Burnt Houses in Town: Mayor Pifher has been asked by a few constituents regarding the two 
homes within city limits that were caught in home fires in 2022/2023. She has stated that these 
homes serve as a health hazard and nuisance to the community. Letters were sent to these 
homeowners or their caretakers in the fall of 2024. One home is in probate. Scheff asked how 
long homes typically stay in probate before action can be taken. Melissa did look up this timeline 
and depending on many factors the home could be in probate for 24 months. The other home 
was halfway demoed in late fall of 2024. Pifher asked Melissa to reach out to that homeowner 
regarding his plans for the remainder of the demolition and his plans for cleanup.  
 
MNDOT & Snowplowing agreement: Pifher mentioned wanting to discuss with MNDOT the snow 
removal on Mainstreet. Currently MNDOT plows through town and leaves snow in the parking 
area causing the public works department to spend more time than necessary cleaning up the 
parking lots numerous times in a snowfall. After each pass the State DOT makes, it causes the 
Public works department to have to continue to go through town after them. Amy will reach out 
to the Virginia office to see if we can set up a meeting to discuss snow removal.  
 
OTHER/ ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Next Council meeting is May 13, 2025, at 5:30 PM at Bigfork City Hall 
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Meeting Schedule for 2025 can be found on the table near the sign-in sheet. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 6:00 p.m. by Olson, seconded by Jorgensen, and MCU.  
 
 
Melissa J. David 
     
City Clerk/Treasurer  

Approved at the regular meeting held on 
May 13, 2025 
 
 
Amy Pifher, Mayor 


